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show business professional for nearly 50 years, Mark
g ~abus is a skilled actor, director, and writer classically
trained in England, New York, and Washington DC. While
( having performed all over the world, he is recognized in
the Southeast for his work with the Alliance Theatre,
Georgia Shakespeare, Theatrical Outfit, Actors Express,
Horizon Theatre, the Clarence Brown Company, Nashville
Rep, the Nashville Shakespeare Festival, and his own
company, Naked Stages. Twice, The Tennessean and
Nashville Scene honored Mark as the city’s Best Actor
and Best Director. His film and television credits range
from the Oscar nominated Selma, John Grisham’s The
Client, Nicholas Sparks’ The Longest Ride, HBO’s third
season of True Detective to recurring roles on the Fox
series The Resident and AMC’s TURN: Washington’'s
Spies. An educator of merit, Mark serves on the faculties
of both Vanderbilt and Belmont universities but has
taught under the auspices of Emory University the
Brooklyn Arts Council, the Digital Arts and Cinema
Technology School of Cobble Hill, the Georgia
Shakespeare Summer Conservatory, the Tennessee
Governor’s School for the Arts, and the Nashville Film
Institute. He served as a guest lecturer and teaching
artist at the University of the South, the Alliance Theatre,
and with the Tennessee Performing Arts Center’s
education program. As a Director of Education, he
spearheaded programs at Atlanta’s Theatrical Outfit and
Nashville’s Green Room Projects. He is recognized as
both a Tennessee Arts Commission/Ingram Industries
Individual Artist and a Tennessee Williams Fellow.
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Who is the Storyteller?

As Charles Dickens’ novella became wildly popular, he toured
throughout Britain and abroad for years performing readings -
often being met by paparazzi and fans like a modern-day rock
star. Dickens would change his vocal expression and tone
for the various characters, but probably told the story in
the point of view of himself as the narrator. In Mark Cabus’
version, he chooses to tell the story from the point of view of
a character, not as Charles Dickens the author. Mark
embodies 18 different characters during his one-hour
performance of A Christmas Carol, and his narrator is a
character whose identity is revealed at the end of the play.
This activity will be fun for your students as they will get to
experience a little of what it is like to perform as a storyteller,
all while improving reading fluency.

Objectives: 1
* The students will consider ways to tell a story physically, vocally, and emotionally. ‘ Iy
* The student will design a dramatic reading of the scene to perform. yn
Materials needed: Copy of script page (found on the next page in this guidebook); (n b
Copies of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens - It is recommended that students Ao
read at least Stave One before this doing this activity so they are familiar with Dickens’ 94 ¢
writing style. ey

A e
Instructional Procedures: Oye
1) Discuss with students that Mark Cabus’ A Christmas Carol is a one-man show ‘1 Ino
during which he will perform as 18 different characters, including the narrator or ]

voice of the story. The script he uses is adapted directly from the novella,
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.

2) Ask your students how they think Mark will perform so many different
characters without confusing the audience. How would they do it

if they were to perform the text alone? meget __
3) Give students a copy of the script excerpt on the following page. spon ”‘"?”“‘ A
Ask your students to read his/her page silently three times. | 4,,5* selag: J :

They should look up words they don’t know, or ask you Nlwne . ac e agpai | 4
what the words mean in context to their portion of Lo Wi
the story.
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Lesson One: QY
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R
Who is the Storyteller?
e | |

4) Ask students to read their excerpts aloud three times, while remaining seated at
their desks. Students will practice at the same time, so the noise level with go up.
This practice will help them gain confidence and help them get used to hearing their
own voices aloud.

5) Now, ask students to consider themselves the storytellers/actors and to become
the character of the narrator. Who will their narrator character be? Will they be
themselves? Will they choose to tell the story from the point of view of one of the
characters in the story? Will they be someone else entirely?

6) Ask them to choose body positions, tone of voice, facial expressions, gestures,
etc. for their narrator character. They will present their story to the class as a
dramatic reading.

7) Allow time for students to practice performing their readings. Students should 1
stand up, use appropriate voice changes, actions, and gestures for their excerpts. i 1y

VI |
8) Finally, students should take turns performing for the class. Allow a little time for

applause (and encourage good audience etiquette). "y
"-'fl{h[
9) After all have finished, discuss as a class how it felt for them to act as the narrator _'-’a_f J
and perform dramatic readings. What influenced their decisions for who their ey
narrator character was? Could the students easily differentiate between their M e
classmates’ characterizations? Oye

7 J] In“

Assessment: Look for student comprehension and proper
pronunciation of the text while performing, and respectful
behavior when listening.

After the performance: Ask students to recall their
performances of the script. Discuss the similarities and
differences between their personal choices and Mark’s
performance. Who was the narrator in Mark’s version?

Find more Teacher Resources on our website
www.tpac.org/InclusiveArts
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